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Information about AIPP/commission


QR code to website:


View the entire collection: 







Library Resources and Information


Anyone with a Colorado zip code is eligible for an Aurora Public Library card. Teachers and 
students can register for a temporary card online and receive immediate access to our 
e-resources. To check out physical resources, visit any one of our library branches to sign up 
for a permanent card.


The library has a wonderful youth services online resource section for students K-5 in need 
of book recommendations, homework help, educational games, and more! There are also 
resources for educators and virtual field trip ideas to supplement coursework. 


Educators or students are always welcome to connect in person with our youth and adult 
services staff or via email at  


aplreference@auroragov.org.


Additional resources


 E-books and other digital material


 ACT, SAT, AP test preparation


 Language learning


3


Aurora Artifacts: Culture, History, and Science through the Perspective of Public Art







4


Aurora Artifacts: Culture, History, and Science through the Perspective of Public Art


Library Resources


“ART IN MOTION” 
2019
Media: Mural
Artist: David Ocelotl Garcia • 
Elizabeth, Colorado
The People’s Building
9995 E. Colfax Ave.
“Art in Motion” covers 
the upper façade of the 
People’s Building entrance. 
The vibrant mural portrays 
a community of people 
engaged in the expression, 
manifestation and creation 
of different art mediums.


Aurora Dance Arts: 


Free Museum Pass program: Muse-
um of Contemporary Art Denver:


The art of gathering: how we meet 
and why it matters by Priya Parker 
(High school): 


Music is History by Questlove (High 
School):


Painting from the inside out: 19 
projects and exercises to free your 
creative spirit by Betsy Dillard 
Stroud: 


We’re better together: a book about 
community   (0-5):


David Garcia Website:
Hispanic Culture Resources:  


Museo de las Americas:







Library Resources
Art lab for kids: 52 creative ad-
ventures to find your voice through 
drawing, painting, mixed media, and 
sculpture (elementary):


Wake up our souls: a celebration of 
Black American artists (elementary):


Radiant child: the story of young 
artist Jean-Michel Basquiat (ele-
mentary):
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Library Resources


“REVIVAL” 
2019
Media: Mural
Artist: Yulia Avgustinovich • 
Lakewood, Colorado
Aurora Fox Art Center
9900 E. Colfax Ave.
The different movie and 
theater characters in the 
mural bring it to life, while 
at the same time revealing 
the intriguing story of this 
historic building.


Yulia Avgustinovich Website: Fox Theatre History:


Kanopy–Free access to thou-
sands of movies with your library 
card: 


Another fine mess: a history of 
American film comedy by Saul 
Austerlitz: (High School) 


Beyond Broadway: the pleasure 
and promise of musical theatre 
across America by Stacy Wolf: 
(High School)


How to make a movie in 10 easy 
lessons:    


A girl named Rosita: the story of 
Rita Moreno: actor, singer, danc-
er, trailblazer! (Elementary):
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Library Resources
The seminarian: Martin Luther King 
Jr. comes of age by Patrick Parr 
(High School):


Moon U.S. civil rights trail: a travel-
er’s guide to the people, places, and 
events that made the movement by 
Deborah D Douglas (High School): 


I am Martin Luther King, Jr (0-5):


Martin Luther King Jr: a peaceful 
leader (0-5):


Martin Luther King Jr: fighting for 
civil rights (elementary):


“DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR.” 
2015
Media: Cast Bronze
Artist: Jeffery Hall • 
Lovettsville, Virginia
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Library
9898 E. Colfax Ave.
This sculpture shows Dr. 
King’s gentle yet fighting 
spirit. He is clutching a script 
and standing on top of a 
mountain range, in reference 
to his famous speech and 
the Rocky Mountains.


Artist website: The King Center: Blair-Caldwell 
African American 
Research Library: 


Bronze casting:







Library Resources


Martin Luther King, Jr (elementary): They had a dream: the struggles of 
four of the most influential leaders 
of the civil rights movement, from 
Frederick Douglas to Marcus Garvey 
to Martin Luther King Jr. and Mal-
colm X (YA)


Art of protest: creating, discovering, 
and activating art for your revolution 
(YA)
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Library Resources


“I HAVE A DREAM” 
2004
Media: Stainless and Powder 
Coated Steel
Artist: Ivan Kosta • Colorado 
Springs, Colorado
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Library
9898 E. Colfax Ave.
“I Have a Dream” was 
inspired by Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s iconic speech, 
delivered on Aug. 28, 1963 
at the Lincoln Memorial.


Artist Website: 


The speech: the story behind Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s dream by 
Gary Young (High School):
 


I Have a Dream Speech: 
King: a man of peace in a time of 
war (Grades 6-12):







Library Resources


Dream big (0-5): I have a dream (elementary): Into the streets: a young person’s 
visual history of protest in the 
United States (YA):
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Library Resources


“STARCHILD” 
2015
Media: Acrylic Paint on 
Stucco
Artists: Jonathan Lamb and 
Michael Ortiz
• Denver
Fletcher Gardens
1401 Emporia St.
Located in the heart of 
Original Aurora, “Starchild” 
was inspired by a poem 
called Borealis, by Aurora’s 
first poet laureate Jovan 
Mays


Artist Website:Meet Jovan Mays Artist Website:


A search for the Northern 
Lights by Elizabeth Rusch:


Natural Wonders of the 
World: 


Why I Wake Early: New 
Poems by Mary Oliver: 
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Library Resources


Artist Website: Vintage Theater 
Website: 


Emotional success: the power of gratitude, com-
passion, and pride by David Desteno (High school):


Atlas of the Heart: mapping meaningful connec-
tion and the language of human experience by 
Brene Brown:  (High School):


“VINTAGE 
EMOTIONS” 
2019
Media: Mural
Artist: David Ocelotl Garcia • 
Elizabeth, Colorado
Vintage Theatre
1468 Dayton St.
The mural tells the story of a 
cast of characters expressing 
a variety of emotions that 
an actor may convey during 
theatrical performances. The 
mural is located on the North 
Side of the Vintage Theater 
building.







Library Resources


Theatre and feeling by Erin Hurley: Phoebe and her unicorn in unicorn theater:
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Library Resources


Artist Website: 


Public art and the fragility of democracy: 
an essay in political aesthetics by Fred 
Evans (High school):


Good design: deconstructing form and 
function, and what makes good design 
work by Terry Marks (High School): 


“UNGLUED” 
2007
Media: Powder Coated Steel
Artist: Christopher Weed
 • Colorado Springs, 
Colorado
East Colfax Avenue at Dallas 
Street
This abstract blue chair, 
funded by the Cultural 
Arts Action Team in 2004, 
encourages viewers to “take 
a seat” in Aurora’s emerging 
arts district.
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Library Resources


Artist Website: 


Work and sing: a history 
of occupational and labor 
union songs in the United 
States by Ronald D. Cohen: 


Re-union: how bold labor 
reforms can repair, revital-
ize, and reunite the United 
States by David Madland 
(High school): 


Labor Day (elementary)


“COALESCENCE” 
2017
Media: Aerosol Paint and 
Latex
Artist: Bimmer Torres 
(Bimmer T.) • Commerce
City, Colorado
Dayton Street Day Labor 
Center
1521 Dayton St.
“Coalescence” was a 
collaborative effort by 
Bimmer T. and the day labor 
center workers. It depicts the 
workers as people with full 
lives, showing time with both 
work and family. The building 
mural is admired by the 
neighborhood and those that 
had a hand in creating it. 
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Library Resources


Free Museum Pass program – Denver 
Museum of Nature and Science:


Biomimicry: when nature inspires 
amazing inventions by Seraphine Menu 
(high school):
 


“SOLAR WINDS” 
2010
Media: Kinetic Sculpture
Artists: Melanie Walker and 
George Peters
• Boulder, Colorado
City Park
East 16th Avenue and Elmira 
St.
This six-piece wind vane 
installation measures 60 feet 
wide by 25 feet tall. Its kinetic 
nature brings a visual icon 
to the Aurora’s Cultural Arts 
District.


The National Wind 
Technology Center


Art History: The Evolution of 
Hypnotic Kinetic Sculpture Kinetic Art DefinedArtist Website
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Library Resources


Check out Mancos and Navajo State 
parks to learn about the Native Amer-
icans who used to and currently live in 
the area by checking out a free Colorado 
State Parks Library Pass: 


Odyssey of the Pueblo Indians: an intro-
duction to Pueblo Indian petroglyphs, 
pictographs, and kiva art murals in the 
Southwest by William Eaton: 


“REFLECTIVE 
URBAN QUILT” 
2007
Media: Cast Aluminum
Artist: Bill Vielehr • Boulder, 
Colorado
Fire Station #1
9801 E. 16th Ave.
This sculpture is riddled 
with marks and symbols, 
provided by 13 firefighters 
from this station and 
their families. The marks 
emphasize the importance 
of communication 
and language. It also 
commemorate Native 
American spirits overlooking 
the area.


Artist Website:
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Library Resources


Denver Trolley: Success in art: mastering 
perspective by Andy Fish:


Aurora History Museum 
(Trolley History)


“GHOST TROLLEY” 
2007
Media: Cast Fiberglass
Artist: Lawrence Argent • 
Denver
East Colfax Avenue median 
between Emporia and
Elmira streets
This sculpture connects the 
past, present and future with 
the simple imagery of the 
vanished, but not forgotten, 
trolley.


Artist Website:
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Library Resources


ESL Classes and Citizenship 
test prep: 


The newcomers: finding 
refuge, friendship, and 
hope in an American class-
room by Helen Thorpe: 


Refugees:


“STORIES 
INTERWEAVE” 
2017
Media: Stainless steel, 
powder coating, LED lighting,
Lumen XT and electronics
Artist: Joe O’Connell/
Creative Machines Tucson, 
Arizona
Colfax Station - East Colfax 
Avenue and Potomac
These color changing 
suspended light sculptures 
share the stories of 
immigrants and refugees 
who have built their lives in 
Aurora alongside the story 
of one individual who has 
spent her entire life here. 
This artwork is a profound 
interpretation of the concept 
of “motion.”


Artist Website:
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Educator 
Resources






